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THEY BELIEVE IN THE LIGHT, 


To fee whether they walk in the Light, . 
which they cannot become the Children M it, 


nor be cleanſed gh, Sins. 


. 
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1 John i. 5. But if we walk in the Light, as he is 
in the Light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the Blood of Jour: _—_ his e cleanseth us 
from all Sin, | 


Gal. xvi. 15. For in Christ Jesus neither Circum- 
cision availeth any thing, nor Uncircumcision, but a 
new creature.—16th. And as many as walk according 
to this rule, Peace be on them, and mercy, and 
upon the Israel of God. : 


Match unto Prayer, &c. 


ATCHING is as needful to the ſoul 

as breathing is to the body: every 
2 of the ſoul to God, gives it a diſpo- 
ition to watchfulneſs, as much as the body, 
recovering out of a ſwoon, is diſpoſed to 
breathe. 

As breathing whilſt living, is inſeparable from 

the body; ſo watching is inſeparable from the 
ſoul, whillt it lives towards God. 
Watching is to be ſpiritually minded, which 
is life and peace; but whenever the mind 
ceaſeth to watch, it becomes ſenſual, or earthly, 
which tends to death, 

Watchfulneſs is the great preparation of the 
foul, in order 7 bring every thought into cap- 
trvity ta the obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. X. 5. 


| and he that thinks no evil will be ſure to act 


none. 

Such watchfulneſs being the true walking in 
the light, by which all the wiles of the enemy 
are diſcovered, and conſequently the ſoul is in- 
ſpired wich immediate Prayer to God for deli- 
verance; though poſſibly, but with ſighs and 
groans that cannot be uttered: and as the enemy 
may be ſudden with his temptations, the Lord 
is ready to deliver; which-makes the ſoul that 
is watchful and ſenſible of them, as ready to 
Praiſe God for his favours, as he was to pray 
tor them, 

This 
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This is to have converſation in Heaven: a 
ſincere man (upon his watch) though his body 
ſtands upon the earth, yet his ſoul reaches unto 
heaven; where are the ſpirits of juſt men and 
angels, and where God is the judge of all. 

As watching is a duty, whill the ſoul is la- 
bouring againſt its evil inclinations, that it ma 
avoid the puniſhment that followeth them; f 
as a man comes to attain more of the ſenſe of 
the love of God upon his ſoul, watchfulneſs 
will be his delight; for as he comes to be 
weaned from the world, and enamoured with 

the love of God, he is ready to ſay, Lord let 
me always dwell here; which is a greater hap- 
pineſs and ſatisfaction, than to dwell in the 
palaces of princes without it. | 

One thing I would obſerve, for any that may 
be concerned, that though - the reproof of in- 
ſtruction is the way to lite; yet, it a man pro- 
feſſeth belief in the light, and will not, by 
watching, take any notice of it, until it re- 
proves him, he will greatly hazard his ſalva- 
tion; none being reproved by it, until after 
they have diſobeyed it; and he that being often 
reproved, and ſtiffens his neck, is nigh unto 
ſudden deſtruction: but he that will keep ſteady 
his inward watch unto Prayer, as he will avoid 
the occaſion of reproot, ſo will he poſſeſs his 
ſoul in peace, with a ſerene mind, and an un- 
derſtanding heart. | 
Any vilible action may have ſome ſiniſter end 
as for reputation or profit, &c. but the regula- 
tion and well-governing of the mind, muit be 
for God's fake; He only knowing the —_— 
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Therefore he that governs his mind right, is the 
only fincere man ; whereas he that keeps not a 
watch upon the thoughts of his heart, is much 
out of his way ; for though he ſhould imitate 
the beſt of forms, he is but of the outward 
court ; it being impoſſible to worſhip God in 
the beauty of halineſs, with an irregular mind. 

For if it be not firſt prepared by a due watch- 
fulneſs out of meetings, and by it reduced to 
the temper of good ground, but that the mind by 
unwatchfulneſs is left as the ſtony, thorny, or 
highway ground, that man will be much indiſ- 
poſed for the worthip of God, when he comes 
into a meeting. 

He that lets his mind be ungoverned out of 
meeting, cannot ſet it fo right as it ſhould be, 
when he comes into one: and ſuch as get not 
forward in their ſpiritual journey, when in 
meetings, it's certain they will go backward, 
when out of them, 

Let the wicked forſake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts ; and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardsin, Ifai. lv. 7.— As much as if he had 
ſaid, until they forſake their unrighteous 
thoughts, I will not accept their worſhip, nor 
hear their prayers; good actions recommend 
one man to another ; but it is a good mind 
which recommends men to God. 

Only hearing the beſt preachers, is not wor- 
ſhipping of God ; they ſtir up the pure mind, by 
way of remembrance, whillt they declare that 
the ſpiritual worſhipping of God, in the mind 

and 
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and ſoul, is the true worſhip which he accepts; 
and unleſs the ſoul pertorms this worthip, the 
molt lively teſtimonies to him, are but as the 
muſic of a well-tuned inſtrument, or as the 
harmony of a lovely ſong. 7 
A bare turning the thoughts of the mind in 
ward, when one comes into a meeting /unlcls 
it be prepared by watchfulneſs) is not the true 
ſpiritual worſhip : for as out of the heart come 
the iſſues of life; fo do the iſſues of death alſo; 
ſuch as Juit, adultery, anger, murder, &c. 
which, if not ſubdued in watchfulneſs, make 
the heart but a den of darkneſs; and, If /herc- 
fore the light that is in thee be darkneſs, how 
great 1s that ders” / | 
But he that watches in the light (to bring his 
thoughts into captivity to the obedience of 
Chriit) it will lead him to the New Feruſalem 
(from whence it ſhines) where the Lord God 
and the Lamb are not only the light thereof, 
but alſo the temple to worſhip in: but nothing 
that defileth can enter there; and yet the gate 
itands always open to ſuch as walk in the light, 
but to none that walk in darkneſs (or evil 
thoughts) becauſe there is no night there, 
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SEVERAL SCRIPTURES WHICH SHEW THE 
NECESSITY OF WATCHING. 


Matt. xxiv. 42. Watch therefore, for ye 
know not what hour y ur Lord doth come. 

Matt. xxvi 41. Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation : 

Mark xiii 27. And what I ſay unto you, 
I ſay unto all, watch. 

Luke xii. 37. Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants, 
whom the Lord, when he cometh, thall find 
watching. 

Luke xxi. 36. Watch ye therefore and pray 


always, that ye may be accounted worthy to 


eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come to paſs, 


and to ſtand before the ſon of man. 

Epheſ. vi. 18. Praying always with all prayer 
and ſupplication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perſeverance, and ſupplica- 
tion for all ſaints ; 


Coloſſ. iv. 2. Continue in Prayer, and 


watch in the ſame with thankſgiving ; 


1 Peter v. 8. Be ſober, be vigilant :. becauſe 
your adverſary the devil, as a roaring lion, walk- 
eth about ſeeking whom he may devour. 

Rev. ili. 2, g. part of each, Be watchiul, 
and ſtrengthen the things which remain, that 
are ready to die, &c. If therefore thou ſhalt 
not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and 
thou ſhalt not know what hour I will come 
upon thee. 
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A 
BRIEF ACCOUNT 
OF 
SILENT MEETINGS, &c. 


TAKEN FROM THE WORKS OF I. PENNINGTON, 


K u. is a great myſtery, hid from the eye 
of man, who is run from the inward lite 
into outward obſervations. He cannot ſee ei- 
ther that this is required by the Lord of his peo- 
ple, or any edification therein, or benefit there- 

But, to the mind that is drawn inward, 


the thing is plain and the building up hereby 


in the life of God, and fellowſhip one with 
another therein, 1s — felt, and precious re- 
treſhment from the preſence of the Lord re- 
ceived by them, Who ſingly herein wait upon 
him, according to the leadings and requirings of 
his holy Spirit. 

Now to open the thing a little to the up- 
right-hearted, if the Lord pleaſe : 

After the mind is in ſome meaſure turned to 
the Lord, his quickenings felt, his ſeed begin- 
ning to ariſe and ſpring up in the heart, then 
the fleſh is to be ſilent before him, and the ſoul 
to wait upon him (and for his further appear- 


ings) in that meaſure of life which is already 


revealed. 


Now 


Ih 


Now this is a great thing, to know fleſh 
ſilenced, to feel the reaſoning thoughts and diſ- 
courſes of the fleſhly mind (tilled, and the wiſ- 
dom, light, and guidance of God's Spirit waited 
for.— For man is to come into the poverty of 
ſelf, into the abaſedneſs, into the nothingneſs, 
into the ſilence of his | Fig before the Lord ;— 


into the putting-off all his knowledge, wiſdom, 
underſtanding, abilities, all that he is, hath done, 
or can do, out of this meaſure of life ; into which 
he is to travel, that he may be cloathed and filled 
with the nature, power, and Spirit of the 
Lord. | | 

Now in this meaſure of life, which is of 
Chriſt, (and in which Chriſt is, and appears 
to the ſoul) there is the power of life and death ; 
power to kill tothe fleſh, and power to quicken 
to God: power to cauſe the ſoul. to ceaſe 
from its own workings, and power to work in 
and for the ſoul what God requires, and what 
is acceptable in his ſight, 

And in this God is to be waited upon and 
worſhipped continually, (both in private and 
in publick,) according as his ſpirit draws and 
teaches. For the Lord requires of his peo- 
ple not only to worſhip him apart, but to meet 
together to 9 him, in the ſeaſons, and 
according to the drawings of his Spirit: and 


they that are taught of him, dare not ** forſake 
« the aſſembling of themſelves together, as the 
« manner of ſome is,“ but watch againſt the 
temptations and ſnares which the enemy lays 
to deceive them therefrom, and to diſturb their 


ſenſe bys that they might not feel the drawings, 
of the 


ather thereunto. 
And 
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And this is the manner of their worſhip. 

They are to wait upon the Lord, to meetzin 
the ſilence of fleſh, and to watch for the ſtir- 

rings of his life and the breakings-forth of his 
power amongſt them: and in the breakings- 
forth of that power they may pray, ſpeak, ex- 
hort, rebuke, ſing, or mourn, &c. according 
as the Spirit teaches, requires, ,and gives utter- 
ance, But if the Spirit do not require to ſpeak, 
and give to utter, then every one is to fit (till 
in his place (in his heavenly place, I mean) 
feeling his own meaſure, 1 thereupon, 
receiving therefrom into his ſpirit what the 
Lord giveth. 

Now in this is edifying, pure edifying, 
precious edifying. His "Ar who thus waits, 
is hereby particularly edificcd by the Spirit 
of the Lord, at every meeting: and then, 
alſo, there is the life of the whole felt in every 
vellel that is turned to its meaſure ; inaſmuch 
as the warmth of life in each veſſel doth not 
only warm the particular, but they are like an 


heap of freſh and living coals warming one ano- 


ther; inſomuch as a great ſtrength, freſhneſs, 
and vigour of life flows into all. And if any 
be burthened, tempted, buffeted by Satan, bowed 
down, overborne, languiſhing, afflicted, diſtrel- 
ſed, &c. the eſtate of ſuch is felt in ſpirit, and ſe- 
cret cries, or open, (as the Lord pleaſeth,) aſcend 
up to the Lord for them; and they many times 
find eaſe and relief in a few words ſpoken, or 
without words, if it be the ſeaſon of their help 
and relief with the Lord. 

For abſolutely ſilent meetings, wherein there 
is a rcſolution not to ſpeak, we know not. 


But 
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But we wait on the Lord either to feel him in 
words, or in ſilence of Spirit without words, 
as he pleaſeth. And that which we aim at, 
and are inſtructed to, by the Spirit of the Lord, 
as to ſilent meetings, is, that the fleſh, in 
every one, be kept ſilent; and that there be no 
building-up, but in the Spirit and Power of the 
Lord. 

GI Now there are ſeveral ſtates of people ; 
ſome feel little of the Lord's preſence ; 
but feel temptations, and thoughts, with 
many wanderings and rovings of mind : 

1 thecſe are not yet acquainted with the 

| power, or, at leaſt, know not its domini- 

. on; but rather feel dominion of the evil 

Wi: over the good in them. This is a fore 

z travailing and mournful ſtate; and mect- 

| ings to ſuch as theſe, many times, may 

ſeem to themſelves rather for the wah 
than the better. Yet even theſe, turning 
as much as may be from ſuch things, and 
cleaving (or, at leaſt, in truth of heart 
deſiring to cleave} to that which diſliketh 
or witneſſeth againſt them, have accept- 
ance with the Lord herein ; and, continu- 
ing to wait in this trouble and diſtreſs 
(keeping cloſe to meetings, in fear and 
ſubjection to the Lord, who requireth it, 
though with little en benefit) do 
reap an hidden benefit at preſent, and ſhall 
reap a more clear and manifeſt benetit at- 
terwards, as the Lord waſteth and weareth 
out that in them wherein the darkneſs hath 
its ſtrength. 


Now, 


( 
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Now, to evidence that, the Lord doth re- 
quire theſe ſilent meetings, or mectings after 
this manner ſilent, it may thus appear: 

God is to be worſhipped in Spirit; in his own 
ower and life; and this is at his own diſpoſe. 
Tis church is a gathering in the ſpirit. If any man 

ſpeak there, he muſt enk as the “ Oracle of 
God “ as the veſſel out of which God ſpeaks ; 


as the trumpet out of which he gives the found ;. 


therefore there is to be a waiting in filence, till 
the Spirit of the Lord move to ſpeak, and alſo 

ive words to ſpeak. For a man is not to 
Dok his own words, or in his own wiſdom 
and time; but the Spirit's words, in the Spirit's 
wiſdom and time; which is, when he moves 
and gives to ſpeak. 

And ſeeing the Spirit inwardly nourifheth 
when he giveth not to ſpeak words, the inward 
ſenſe and nouriſhment is to be waited for, and 
received as it is given, when there are no words. 
Yea, the miniſtry of the ſpirit and life is more 
cloſe and immediate when without words than 
when with vords; as has been often felt, and 
is faithfully teſtihed, by many witnetles, 

Eye hath not feen, nor car heard. neither 
hath entered into the heart of man how and 
what things God reveals to his children by his 
Spirit, when they wait upon him in his pure 
fear, and worſhip and converſe with him in 
Spirit; for then the fountain of the great deep 
is unſealed, and the everlaſting ſprings ſurely 
give up the pure and living water. 


NY OI — —ñ̃ —— —V— 2 — — — 


